
Zhonghuan and his family live a in a remote mountain area in Pingliang, Gansu. No 
public transportation can reach their place. They have to walk several miles of bumpy 
hill path to catch bus if they need to go somewhere. There are six people in this family, 
Zhuanghuan, elder brother, parents, and grandparents. They all live in a cave house, as 
it shows on the pictures. Inside of the house, nothing is valuable at all.

The father is the only one in this family who has incomes. He goes out to do some 
labor work in slack farming season. Beside that he plants several acres of land. The 
total income is about 3000RMB per year (around $450). With this limited income, he 
has to take care of his aged parents; pay for the school tuition for his elder son and 
treatments for Zhonghuan. There is no way for him to afford Zhonghuan’s surgery.
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